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2.0 EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND THE SITE DISCOVERY, 
INVESTIGATION, AND CLEANUP PROCESS  

This section provides details of the state rules and processes used 
by the Hawai`i Department of Health (HDOH) Office of Hazard 
Evaluation and Emergency Response (HEER Office) to address 
both Emergency Responses and longer term Environmental 
Cleanups of hazardous substance releases (or threats of releases) 
under Hawai`i Administrative Rules – Chapter 11-451 the State 
Contingency Plan. Steps in this process include initial discovery of 
sites followed by immediate action to address and close most 
Emergency Response scenarios.  For longer term Environmental 
Cleanups, steps also typically include listing and prioritizing a site, 
followed by site assessment, response actions and public 
participation (as appropriate), and finally site closure.   

 




